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by the State. Dkama is not a fixed code of mechanical rules,
but a living spirit which grows and moves in response to the
development of society.28 The function of dharma is to hold to-
gether harmoniously the social order and to act as a guide to
the individual's conscience so as to train him to realize his
potentialities.

Dharma or social ethics of the non-violent society, which
will exert strong moral pressure on the individual and thus rein-
force his conscience, will be a very important factor in sustain-
ing social cohesion. The children born and educated in the ideal
non-violent atmosphere will imbibe the new morality in the
natural course.

Even today the fulfilment of the individual's social obli*
gation is due not so much to law and coercion as to other factors,
specially the force of habit, the inward urge of the individual's
moral sense and the pressure of social ethics. Far more than
today in the village communities of ancient India social and eco-
nomic life was regulated by dharma of which the law of varna-
shrama was an important part. In ancient India the function of
the State was not to alter or amend dharma but to subserve it.
The disciplinary function which the State performs today by
means of law and coercion mostly belonged, in ancient India, to
voluntary associations employing non-coercive methods, i.e.,
moral pressure. It was not a case of an utter lack of social res-
traint, but moral pressure rather than coercion was the means
of this restraint. This pressure in the last resort took the form
of the refusal of society to have social or economic dealings with
the reprobated individual. Very likely this pressure often dete-
riorated into non-physical violence, but at least it could be non-
violent, and in a free society Gandhiji would prefer it to the
organized violence of the State.29

\ The village communities of ancient India, life in which was
to a large extent spontaneously self-regulated, made a near
approach to Gandhiji's ideal of enlightened anarchy. 'Thus he
writes, "The nearest approach to civilization based upon non-
violence is the erstwhile village republic of India. I admit that

-8 S. Radhakrishnan, The Heart of Hindustan, p. 18.
& Thus Gandhiji writes, "Social boycott such as stopping barbers,
washermen, etc., is undoubtedly a punishment which may be good in a free
society." T. I., I, p. 941.